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vSEFULNESS 


CONSIDERED. 


HIS comes to offer to your Conſide- 
ration, a Queſtion previous to that now 
on the Field, about the Aſſembly's Shor- 
ter Catechiſm ; and it is this 


—x. 
TG n is the Uſe of Catechiſins? | 


Moſt Part of Chriſtians will readily think this a very 
needleſs Queſtion, and be ſurpriſed, that any Man, in 
his Right Wits, ſhould ſeriouſly move it, , all Sects 
of Chriſtians have ſeen it needful to uſe Catechiſms, 
and find their great Uſefulneſs, by indiſputable Experience. 
. -» Þ The Reviſer of the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, and he who 
ma makes Remarks upon him, however great their Dif- 
ference may be otherwiſe, are perfectly agreed on this 


Head. | 
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_ theſe 


ces may move a - Suſpicion, that their Agreement is as 


its Defence, againſt all Qppoſers. Every Party in Power, 


» 


An Agreement N ina Matter of ns Nin 
among the oppoſite Sects o | Chriſtians, might. inclined! 
to think, there muſt be a clearer Ground 8 
ture, 55 Foundation of Chriftianity) for this, than fo 


hings that are diſputed ; But a Varfety of 7 


* S 


little regulated by the, Bible, as they are in their Ditte- 
rences. It has happend in many Caſes, that the Chrifti- 8 
an and _ learn'd, World has differ'd widely on Points 


: 


5 enough taught in the Sotiptures 2 7 7 the ſame | 


ime, agreed perfectly in Things that are not, without 


| the greateſt Difficulty, if at all, deducible from the Scrip- 
tures. In ſome Caſes, it is enough that a Thing can 


not be proy'd to be flatly contradicted in the Bible; and 
it is ſufficient, ſometimes, to make it agreeable, that it 


cannot appear diſagreeable at firſt View; while other 


Things muſt not be regarded, as having any Foundation 
in the Scriptures, as long as the leaft Shift or Evaſion 


of the Evidence that's brought for them can be found out. 
Contending Parties about Church Government, are ge- 
nerally agreed on this, That there are general Rules in 


the Scripture, which warrant us to do what we think 


moſt orderly, and moſt for Edification, according to the 


Times and Occaſions, which are not the ſame with theſe 
wherein the New Teſtament was written, but vaſtly diffe- 


rent; yet, in diſputing about their Forms of Church G- 


vernment, they require of one another, demofiſtrative par- 


ticular Evidence from the Scripture, for tHat about which 


they contend; even while, in theſe Debates, all of them 
are fain, ſometimes, | to have Recourſe to the general 


| Rules, or they are willing, by Agreement to ſuppoſe them, 


Neither is there any cofiſiderable Difference in the 


Chriſtian World on this, That Chriſtianity is fit to he the 
Religion df. Nation, Empire, or Kingdom of this World; | 
and that the right Form of it ( 4, e. every Man's owa | 
Form) ſhould be the prevailing Form; and ſeeing the Bible | 

is liable to ſo many falſe Interpretations, the true Senſe of | 


it ought tobe expreſſed in a Creed or Confeſſion, and 
eſtabliſhed by Law, fo as, the Power of the Nation of this 
World, where it is ſo dtabliſhed, may be employed. in 
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[Even they who think For cc to Dillent fteſt 
Way to ſupport the eſtabliſhed Church, and who inſiſt oh 
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i agreed to ſupport. the. Authority of the Standard 6f 
Faith by Law cltabliſhed ; and every Party, out of Power, - 


is agresd, that che Power which , upholds the reigning 


Confeſhon, ſhould. 8 a; inſt themlelye * 
otbearance to Diiſenters the fitte 


I 
1 


the Diſtinction betwixt Chriſt's Kingdom and the King- 
doms of this World, have not got ſo far clear yet of the 


Thought of a worldly Kingdom to Chriltians, as to agree 
with old Tertwlian 4 and Cyprian +, in what they ſay of 


patient ſuſtering for Chriſtianity, even when it may be in 


the Power of Chriftians to repel Fore ty Force ; for, it 
ſeems, N e underitood the New TZeftament too lite- 
rally, and with too much of a Limitation to the Times 
%%% ²˙ ˙²¹¹ ¼ũAn ¼ K ˙ w 

Perhaps you'll think I have gone out of my Way, to 
talk to you of the Fathers; but now that I haye got at 
them, you muſt allow me to obſerve, how muck the Chri- 


ſtian World ts, at this Day, agreed in rejecting Cyprian's 


\ 


® Senſe and Application of Matib. 6. Ghap. Luke 12, and 
16. Chap. in bis Exhortation to Almſ-deeds ||; and how | 


for old Age, and for our Children, that he would there 
infer from the Scriptures. The Aſſembly's Shorter Cate- 

chiſm expreſſes the general Senſe, of Chriſtians on this 
Head, in the Anſwer to that Queſtion, Bat is required in 


unafiimouſly. they diſapprove. of the Method of laying up 


the: eight Commandment? The Anſwer is, The eight Com- 


mandment vequireth the lawful procuring and furthering the 
Health and outward Eſtate ef ourſelves and others. The Text 


| of the New Teſtament, brought to prove this, is 1 Tim. 


1 - 


5: 8. which, it ſeems, did not caſt up to Cyprian among 
the Objections which he Rates to himſelf againſt his Doc- 
trine of Almſ-giving, tho it be in every Bod s Mouth 

now: It was pretty natural for him to think, that a Text, 


f vhich ſerved to preſs Almſ. deeds, could never be improven 


* % 


againſt Almſ-giving ; and he could not imagine, at that 
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muſt have the Courage to diſſent even from the Fathers, 
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Time, that the negle&ting to make rich in this World, 


by Means that may. be now accounted lawful, was a Breach 
of the Eight Commandment. It could not eafily enter 


his Mind, that Jeſus Chrift and his Apoſtles, and their firſt 


or furthering their Wealth in this World, by any diene) 
were all guilty of leading a Life of Difobedience to | 


- 


the Eight Commandment, or of Thieving. But if he 


* 


had lived to ſee national Chriſtianity, he had been of g 


another Mind, and would have uſed a leſs literal Ex- 


plication of the Scriptures concerning Alms, ſo as to 
. allowed Chriſtians a little more Liberty to ſee to 
themſelves and their Children in this World, by procu- 
ring and furthering their Wealth: For, how can a Na- 


tion of this World ſtand, let be flowriſh, without any 
in it endeayouring, within the Bounds of Law, to make 
rich? It is true, ſome will allow, and highly com- 


mend, all the Length Cyprian goes in the Matter of Alms, 
to them that pleaſe; as they will alſo readily agree with 
him on the Merit he pleads in Almſ-deeds f. But, to bind 
Almſ-giving on all Chriftians, as he does by the Goſpel-. | 
law, and with ſo ſevere Reflections on them that ſhift | 
and, neglect it, is what few will now admit of. Yer, 
who doth not apeal to this Cyprian on the Aﬀair of 
the Government and Diſcipline of the Church? And I 
may ask again, who is perfectly agreed with him even on 
that! Yea, I muft tell you, it will not be eaſy to ſubſcribe 


that fame Exhortation of his to Almſ:deeds, without re- 
nouncing the Scripture Doctrine e ee, Merit: And 


indeed, if we have amind to cleave to the Scriptures, we 


in 
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+ The ancient Church ſojourning in Rome, thought other- | 


ways concerning Merit, when Clemens cvrote their Mind to | 
the Corinthians h, Kei ne, d dic he, , duvTy oy | 
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you no more with them. 


| You muſt not think I have loft my Way by chis Di- 


en the Suſpicion, that any Agreement there is among 


All Churches and Sects, in their Diſputes with one ano- 


Irher about the Senſe of the Scripture, are much agreed 


in pleading human Authority, where rhey can plead it, and 
in magnifying the Merit, the Wiſdom and Holineſs of 
the Doctor or Doctors, or of tht Church whoſe Name is the 
Argument. Chriſtians do not ſeem much afraid ofanyDan- 
ger they may be in, of treating their Bible, and even the 


New Teſtaniest, as they ſee the Jews did the Old, That 
People could not be blamed for the want of a Zeal of the di- 

vine Authority of the Old Teſtament Scriptures, or for the 
want of Care to preſerve. them from Corruption; but they 
made theſe Scriptures of none Effect to themſelves, by 

ſetting up humanAuthority in the Interpretation of them; 
ſo that they put the Meſſiah to Death as a Deceiver of the 
People, and a Blaſphemer, becauſe he was oppoſite to the 


Interpretation that the molt wiſe and godly Rabbies and 
Fathers had given of the Scriptures. Though the eu. 


were thus far milled, by truſting to theſe Interpreters, 
who, they thought, might well be ſuppoſed to know the 
Mind of God iu the Scriptures, better than' themſelves, 


and better than Feſus and his Diſciples, who had never 


learned; yet Chriftians are not very apprehenſive of being 


miſled by the Interpretations of Chriſtian Doctors, who 
are to be eſteem'd wiſer and better than themſelves ; and 


they even ſeem to think theHumility of the eib People, 


as to the Interpretation of the Scriptures, not unworthy of 


their Imitation, with Application totheir own learned and 
godly Interpreters, and to the Tradition of their own | 
Fathers, Yea, though Proteftants readily own, that the 


Scriptures have been much perverted, and Chriftianity 
greatly corrupted, by Means of the Chriſtian Leaders 
(and they... pleaded, at firſt, the Authority of the Scrip- 
tures, againſt the Roman Church) yet every Sect of _— 


_ 


in many Caſes; therefore, I aſſure you, I ſhall trouble 


greſſion. Ihave another Inſtance ready for you, to ſtrength- 


contending Parties of Chriftians, cannot be owing merely 
to the Influence of the Scripture, whereby true Chriſti- 
Wars mult be united. 29 
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kors; and ſo bring the very Argument againſt Chriſtia- 
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Balance; and'thar determines the Queſtion to the Gene- 


x re of a later Date than the finiſhing of the New Je- 
Famen: Scripture, the Chriſtian World is pretty much 


Ch profeſs rhar rhe 


- where it ſays, Theſe Things ſhould ceaſe, are yet very ready 
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has now its Rabbies and Fathers, with their Traditions, W 4g 
and ſome of theſe are of Note among different 'Sefts; ph 
and their Interpretations, paſs as current for Scripture, By 
as ever the Interpretations of the Fewwyb Rabhies did a-. 
mong the Fees. The very Infidels have the Books ther m 
vrite, to ſeduce Chriſtians, Proteſtants, from the Belief of the ¶ Fe 
Scriptures, ſtuffed with Authorities; ſo ſenſible are they; Mn 
of the deep Impreſſion that human Authority has om 
the Generality of Chriſtian Minds! They know ho- 
much they are devoted to the Authority of their - Doc- 


nity, that the "moſt Part of Chriſtians have for it. 
In the very Days of the Apoſtles, the Diſciples were 


> impoſed on oy Teachers, who pretended to tell them (1 


9 


rality of Chriſtians. . 
I might add to this, That whatever Differences there | 
have been in Doctrine, about Signs and Prophecies that 


agreed in | 8 Regard to them; even they who 

a 2ns wrought at the coming forth of 
the New "Teftante; , were a ſufficient Confirmation of | 
the Miſſion and Teſtimony of theſe by whom it was gi- 
ven out, and that Prophecy is compleated in the Neew | 
Teftament, and who profeſs to believe the Scripture, | 
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td demand ſome Regard to latter Signs ahd Pro- 
phecies, which they ſcruple not to plead in Confirma- 
tion of their own Form of Chriſtianity; while, at the ſame 
Time, they readily reject all Signs and. Prophecies that 
may be pleaded in Confirmation of any other oppoſite 
Form; and there t realaus Chriſtians of any 
noted Sect, upon wham has no Iufluen ce. 
3 If you have not already Forgot the Purpoſe for which 
neſe Inſtances have been brought, 1'll drive it on te 
ou by another Inſtance. You know the Diſputes that 
aye been in the Chriſtian World, about Abſtinence 
from certain Kinds ot Meats, on certain Days and 
Seaſons, Amidſt theſe Diſputes, the Roman Church her- 
ſelf, and all the Churches ſeparated from her, ſeem to 
be much at one about this, That the Decree which looſes 
us Gentites from the Yoke of Mofes Law (Acts 15. 28, 29.) 
leaves it lawful for us to eat ſtrangled, and Blood, and 
renders that as indiflerent, and as little neceſſary to be 
| abſtained. from as any other Food, from which the Laõ - 
of Aeſes obliged: Iſrael to abſtain; yet they hold, that the 
= fame Decree makes it neceſſary for us to abſtain from 
c Fornication, and from Meats oſtered in Sacrifiee to I- 
© 27 dols of the Heathen: And, at the ſame Time, it appears 
from their Confeſſions of Faith, how much they are of 
one Accord in believing, that Synods and Councils, with 
A ee of their Decrees,” are manifeſt from that 
Paſſage. 3 J ann KSL, 
there Dads modes while there have been ſharp Contentions, 
"at BE even unto Blood, about the Head of the Nation, his being 
the Head of the national Church, there has been a 
ood Agreement npon this, That Chriſtian Kings and 
ulers come in Place of the Kings and: Rulers of /frae!, or 
of the Heads of Zion. Micah. 3. 10, 11-, © + 
From theſe and ſuch like Inffances,; which will eaſily 
occur to you, it may appear, there is no Reaſon to won- 
der, that he Reviſer of the Catechiſm, and the Remarker, 
ture, who difler ſo widely in ſome Points of the Doc- 
cady trine of the Cuterß ns, are yet ſo much of one Mind, 
| TOW as to the Uſefulneſs of the Catechiſm. It is true, 
the Remarker ſhows much more Regard to the Autho-"- 
rity of the Authors of. the 1 than the Reverſer 
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does; for he could not contend much more earneftly 


For the Words of the Bible, than he doth for the Words 


of his Catechiſm, nor be much more 9 of the 


Danger of any Alteration of the Bible Words, than he 


is of the leaſt Change of the Aſſembly's Words. The 
Reviſer makes a little more free with the Catechiſm, than 
with the Scriptures; other ways he would as caſily have 
dropt Rom. gth Ch. as what the Catechiſm ſays of God's 
Decrees and the Election; and he had as ſoon parted 
with the Expreſſions of Scripture, touching the Corrup- | 
tion of our Nature, the Demerit of every Sin, our Ju- 
ſtiſication by Chriſt's Obedience, and our Condemnation F 
by the Diſobedience of Adam, as he parts with ſome of 


the Words wherein theſe Things are expreſſed in the 
Catechiſm. But when he goes about to correct the Ca- 


zechiſm,. he is ſo. ſenſible of the Influence of the Aſſem- 


bly's Authority on Mens Minds, that he ſees need to in- 
form us they were not infallible; yet his Performance 


ſuppoſes their Authority, and makes the beſt of it. After 


9 


all, the Uſefulneſs of Catecbiſms remains a fixed Point ; 


for, without that, the Reviſer's Labour had been uſe- 


leſs: His Work is to make the . Catechiſm more gene- 
rally uſeful. And, indeed, I am ready to believe, it will 
be the more generally agreeable to the World called Chri- 
n, the leſs agreeable it is. to the Bible. But you mult 


no longer diverted from our Queſtion about the Uſe 


of Catechiſms, 


. 
* 


— 


+ 


Now, if we ſeek a Foundation for Catechiſms in the 1 
Scripture, we may indeed ſec there the Catechiſer x97 3+ Þ 
v9. and the Cateehiſed wmyuuer@. Gal. 6. 6. But 

if I ſhould plead this for Makers or Explainers of the 


 Catechiſms, and for Repeaters or Students of them, I 
would be doing the ſame, as if you would plead 2 - 


vu, for one of our Pariſhes, m ? for our Pa- 
rochial or Dioceſan Biſhops, regofvrepioy for our claſſi- 


cal. Presbytery over Kirk-Seſſions, &4vAyoiar of A 


for our Churches, or et for the Clergy: . For we | 
habe got quite new Things for moſt of the oldScrip- } 
ture Names; * our Tranſlaters have not affixed any 


Thing like the Idea of Garechiſms, to this Word, either 
u this Text, or in Lale 1; 4 + Rom. 2. 18. Lis 18. 


* 


* 
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25. and 21. 21, 24. 1. Cor. 14. 19 The Text ſtands 
thus in the Engliþ Bible; Let him that: is taught in the 
The Verd, communicate unto him that teacheth in all good Thing. 
As to a Teacher, who is not an Apoſtle, his Buſineis, 


: © = with Reſpect to the Word, or the Scriptures, is not to com- 
God's pendiſe them, or give us a ſhort Abſtract of them; but 
parted rather to explain them at large, or to tell the ſame 
örrup- Things more largely by Mouth; as may be gathered 
* Io. from Act, 15. 30, 31, 32 and Heb. 13. 22. It can as 
4595, fr little appear, that Teachers were appointed for 
ne of compoſing the ſet Forms of teaching, which we call 
the Catechiſms, as that Men gifted for Prayer, : were appoin- 
\cCa. ted to compoſe ſer Forms of Prayer, or Exhorters to 
fem. & compoſe ſer Hemilies: It is true, there is a Form of 
10 os Prayer ſet in the Bible; but that Form is appointed by 


him who hath Power ts furniſn us with the Spirit of 


* Prayer, and to enable us to ſay it with Underſtanding, 

N and ſuitable Affections; and the Inference would be too 

__ wide, from him to any other Prayer-maker, as to the 

8 Capacity to compoſe a proper Form of Prayer. There 

il are like wiſe Sermons ſet down in the Bible (as little copied 

Chri. ® after in our Sermons, as the Prayer is in our Prayers) 

nut but theſe Preachings were inſpired, and are the Rule 

CY þ of Faith, which no Sermons or Homilies ſince com- 

i poſed, can pretend to. We have no. Catechiſm in the 5 

th. Bible, and tho we had, as we have ſomething like ſhort 
; FF Sums of the firſt Principles, we could not infer from thence, 

15 that uninſpired Men have Power to compoſe and impoſe 

"the ſet Forms of catechiſing. It muſt therefore be ſurpriſing, ; 

ax that they who are ſo much offended with fet Forms of 


Prayer, as in the Church of England, and ſet Homihes 
54. for Uniformity of Preaching, as in Sweden, ſhould be fo 
| atk much attach'd to a ſet Form of catechiſing, which, thro“ 
3 ſome Diſlike at the Word Form, they chooſe to calb 4 
f Directory for J ET INTR FPog 4 
ne Teacher of the Word is to explain the Bible, the | 
Words of the Bible, which is the Word of Go pb. He 
ay is not obliged. by his Office, he is not gifted 1 y 
8. Chriſe, for explaining any other Form of found Words, 
2% bur that Which was ſet by the inſpired Writers; and;'by 
2 ( © the Way, I muſt ſayz it 9 Impudence to * ; 


c 


| ( 12 5 


gy 2 Tim. 1. 13. to any Form of r Mens 


know the Holy Scriptures, in explaining them by them- 


ſelves: For, as Proteſtants profeſs, the Scripture - ex- 
plains it ſelf. The 7/raelites were commanded to teach 
their Cnildren the Words of the Law, Deut. 6. 6, 7. 
And when the Levites went about to teach the People, 
they behoved to take the Book of the Law with them, 
and inſtruct them out of it, 1 Chron. 17. 8, 9, 10. He 


muſt be cramp'd in the Exerciſe of his Gift of teach- 


the Word, who is obliged to lay- open the Import 


1 
Fw the Words of a Catechiſm, as well as of Scripture 


Texts, and to accomodate the one to the other, while 
the Catechumen is burdened with the Addition of a hu- 


- 


man Text to the divine, and with the Accommoda- 


$ tion. 


tec hiſm like the Aſſembly's, is an Extract of the princi- 
pal theological Theſes from the polemick Divinity, where 


the Scriptures nh ae rv explained; and theſe 


Theſes are laid in the Catechiſm by the logical Art, in 


Oppoſition to the ſeveral condemned Errors and Here- 


This vill be manifeſt, when you conſider, that a Ca. 


ſies, with as much Condeſcenſion to the Capacities of 


the Vulgar, as the Thing would admit of Every one 
of theſe Theſes muſt be ſome Way explained and proved 
b the Scriptures; and the Gatechumen muff get ſome 
Notz 


Scriptures, if he be duly taught. But the Catechiſt and 


Carechumen both muſt be in great Diſtreſs, where the 


Catechiſm ſays what an ignorant Perſon cannot perceive 


* 


to be founded in the Scripture, in Matters of pure Re- 


velation. Here the Catechumen muſt either give an im- 
Plicite Faith to the Catechiſm, and reſt in that, without the 
Scripture (according. to common Practice) or do nothing. 


Ihe Doctrine concerning the Church, of which the 


Scripture ſpeaks, a great Deal, is a Matter of pure Re- 


ve lation. The SHorter Catechiſm mentions it not, but, in 


Oppoſition to the ſuppoſed Krror of theſe who deny a 


Cacholick viſible Church, in that Queſtion which is alfa 
intended againſt Anabaptiſm; The — is, To cbm 


n Baptiſm ie he adminifired? Anſwer, Baptiſm is not to be 
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mini ſred to any that are out of the viſible Church, till they 
wojeſs their Faith in Chriſt, and Obedience to him, but 


be baptiſed. Here the Teacher muſt make rhe Ignorant un- 
lerſtand the Church to be the whole Company of them that 
profeſs Faith in Chriſt, and Obedience to him, with their 
Infants, and cannot confine this Notion of the Church, 
o any particular Aſſembly or Sect of Chriſtians: He 
uſt new his Catechumen, that this Church compre- 
ends all on the Globe, who profeſs Faith in Chriſt, and 
bedience to him, with their Infants ;. and that all Con- 
gregations, or any Kind of particular Societies of theſe, 
however large, are but Members of this Catholick Body. 


* 


Next, he muſt let him underſtand, that this Church 3s 


him the Diſtinction betwixt this Church which may he 
ſeen, and the ĩnviſible Church which may not now be 
ſeen, and is only believed to be. And thus he is put 
o the Trouble of ſhewing his Scholar a Church in the 
cripture, carefully abſtracted from any particular So- 
iety of Chriſtians, and from the whole Company of the 
regenerated, redeemed Elect; which, you may think, 


perſwade him, That a Church, which neither he, nor 
any other Man ever ſaw, or can ſee, is the true viſible 


bers. And, if I miſtake not, {8 I am very ready to do 
upon a Paint ſo very metaphyſical) the Catechumen, if he 
would be defended from the Error on this Head, muſk 
underſtand, that the particplar viſible Society of Chriſti- 
ans, whereof he is a Member, is a Church, and mult he 
ſo called, for this good Reaſon, becauſe it is a Member 
of that general viſible Body, the Church; And for that 
ſame Reaſon, he may be perſwaded, that he himſelf 1s 
a Church, viz. becauſe he is a Part or Member of it. 


And, on the other Hand, he muſt perceive, that the Ca- 
tholick Body is viſible, becauſe the Member of that 
Body, of which Member he is a Member, is viſible; 


yea, and becauſe he himſelf is viſible. _ 


| I dare ſay you'll think, the Authors of the Catechiſm 
had done as well, to have let the Catechiſt and Catechy+- 


my 


he ſnfants of ſuch as are Members of the viſible Church are to 


aſt coſt him ſome Pains : Yet this 1s not all, he muſt 


iſible, by ſhewing him how jt may be ſeen ; aud fo give 


Church, wheregf all particular Churches are but Mem- 


— 
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men alone with their Bible on this Subject. No Dou 

they wanted to preſerve them from a dangerous Erro 

by expreſſing a Thing clearly and ſhortly to them, hic 

ſeem'd intended, in the Scriptures, about the Church, at 

which even the Catechiſt, if left intirely to the Scripturg 

N might not perceive. But, if the firſt Principles, which a 

the proper Subject, eſpecially of a Shorter Catechiſm, be ne 

ſo obvious, nor ſo clearly expreſſed in the Scripture, Elſe, 

the Aſſembly of Divines could expreſs them, the ScrinfiE PP 

ture muſt be a dark Book indeed! And it muſt follow frolord 

this, That the Scripture is not ſoa good a Preſervatinfi<?cc 

from Errox, as the Catechiſm, or the Interpretation of Nmita 

Synod or Council; upon which we ought therefore iſrom 

ii | depend, as on the cleareſt and ſafeſt Rule of Faith, DB) © 
1 | Yet you find Paul ſaying to Timothy, From a Child thapart 
| ' baſt known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make ther. 
 eviſe unto Salvation, thro' Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus. Per ve 
ſuppoſe the Scriptures that he knew from a Child, wet 
. theſe of the Old Teſtament, which were darker than th 
_ Explication of them in the Ne, that Timethy learne rea 
| from Paul, and that is now compleatly written. But 
ſeems, the Catechiſm- makers think their Catechiſms mo 

clear for Children, and more capable to. inſtruct then 

than even the Jew Teſtament Scripture itſelf. Whateve 

they think, I cannot perſwade myſelf, that you will im Erro 

pute Heterodoxy or Error to this Propofition that 

would gather from that Paſſage of Paul's Epiſtle ro Timoth\f 

with other Texts, and from the Nature of the Thing 

- viz. No Words are capable to tell the Mind of God, ſo ſtort| 

and clearly at once, to Young or Old, to Learn'd or Uplearn'd,t1 

or Fooliſh, as the Words of the Scriptures themſelves. Now, 1 1r© 

"this be the Uſe of Catechiſms, to give a Child, or an ignoſbe m 

EG; rant Perſon, a ſhorter and more clear and diſtinct Views 
the Scripture-Doctrine, than is given in the Scripture it 

ſelf, you will not be able to convince me of their Uſe 

: falrefs, till you perfwade me, by the Scriptures, that m 

© Prapolitials e oi 3 0 46 

And would not a Child's Memory, think you, be a 

well beſtow'd upon regs an of Scripture, as bl upon ſomt 

- * Mether's Catechiſm, and then on the Shorter Catechiſm, alle 

after that on the Larger, or ſome large Catecl.iſn: explain 
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Wa 


g the Shorter 2 Or, would u, were it in your Choice, 
ave your Child's Memory fill'd with the Words of Men, 


r with the Words of God? Do not think Iam here 


ny, Way pleading for a Catecþiſm drawn up in Scripture 
Vords : I have teen ſuch Catechiſms, where all the An- 
wers tothe Queſtions were in Scripture Words; and yet 

found the Scripture ſo perverted, in the Application of 

to the Queſtions, that I could call the Catechiſm nothing 
Ie, but an Imitation of Satan ſaying to Chriſt, when 
empting him, For it is written. As this did not move our 

ord, in the leaſt, to depart from the Scripture,as his De- 
ence (for his Anſwer was, It is written again) ſo this 
mitation of Satan ſhould, in no ways, move us to depart 
rom the Words ofthe Scripture, to Words of Mens fram- 
ng, as a Preſervative and Defence againſt Error, or to de- 
part from our Lord's Example,in his Anſwer to the Temp- 


er. If we be afraid, leſt our Children ſhould be miſled by 


Perverſe Applications of Scripture Words, I am confident 


e cannot take a better Way to fortify them againſt this, 


han to endeavour to have their Mind ſo ſtock'd with a 


reaſure of Scripture Words, as they may be in a Readi- 


eſs to anſwer, It is ritten again. And, if they be train'd 
p, at the ſame Time, in a Regard to the Authority of 
Scriptures, in Oppoſition to human Authority, 
his will 'be the beſt Mean to ſecure them, not only againſt 


he hol 


Errors that have been in the World already, or that we 
may have in our View at Preſent, but againſt all Errors 


that may caſt up afterward, or all new Shapes wherein the 
old may again appear: For, what can'be called an Error 
ſo ſbort/Pn Chriſtianity, but that which is diſagreeable to the Scrip- 


tures? And, if the Scriptures be not a ſufficient Rule to 
direct us againſt Error in Religion, can the Deficiency 
be made up by any human 1 When Paul fore- 
warns the Epheſian Elders of falſe Teachers, and of ſome 
among themſelves ariſing after his Departure, en 
perverſe Things, to draw away Diſciples after them, 

calls them to take heed to themſelves, and to all the 


Flock, he commends them to God, and to the Word of 
his Grace, even to the whole Council of God, which he 


had declared to them (now written to us in the Scrip- 


ures) and with this he leaves them, as a ſufficient Antidote 


. again 


ſire for our Children? Or how ſhall a young Man learn 


train d to depend merely on human Authority) the other 


of the Doctrine of Chrift, and of the Evidence brought 
vantage, that he will be habituated to God's Words, and 


Mens, and ftand fairer, all his Days, for Improvement in 


Theſes of polemical Divinity. 


T * 
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dgainft all futüre Errors, ſufficient to build them up f 
the Faith, and to give them an Inheritance among. a 
them that are ſanctified; and what more could we de 


mg 10 , . eee 
ake an ignorant Perſon with a Catechiſm, and ano: 
ther of equal] Capacity and Inclination to learn, with the 
Bible irſelf; and by the Time that the One ſhall be able 
to repeat his Catechiſm, and tollerably anderſtand it, and 
ſee the Jaſtneſs of the Proofs, (for without that, he i; 


ſhall be able to give a tollerable Atconnt of the Seyip: 
ture Hiſtory, with the Character of Feſus, as drawn in the 
Goſpel, and copied, as far as it is imitable, by the firſt Chri 
ſtians, and of the firſt Principles of the Oracles of God, o 


in the Scripture, for the Truth of them; with this Ad- 
Ways of ſpeaking, and a Regard to them, inſtead o 


true Scripture Knowledge, and his Knowledge. will be 
more practical, than that of the poor Student of the 
A Catechiſm is defign'd for the Inſtruction of the Ig- 
norant, in the firſt Principles of the Oracles of God; it ex- 
hibites Milk to Babes. And, if the Aſſembly's Shorter Ca- 
zechiſm was deſigned to ſet forth theſe firſt Principles in 
the ſhorteſt eaſieſt Manner, and make them more clear to 
the Capacities of Children, and of the Ignorant, than 
they are in the New Teftament, it would ſeem, that they 
who have compoſed Catechiſms for Children, as Introdu- 


Ctions to it, and to prepare them for it, are of Opinion, 


that ir doth not anſwer this Deſign; and is therefore, 
fo far uſeleſs, as their intfoductory Catechiſms are uſeful; 
And certainly, they have not thonght the Shorter Cate- 


chiſm clear enough, who ſaw tt needful to compoſe a Cares 


chiſm by Way of an Explanation upon it. The Pains 
taken in compoſing theſe introductory and explanatory 
Catechiſms, upon the Aſſembly's, with the general Recep- 
tion theſe have met with, is a Fact that . 
e | | nifefls 
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from ſearching the Scriptures, by 


chiſins. Yea; and we ſee Care taken in the A 


nifeſts the cdmmot Option that the Aſſembly's Care- 
chin doth not ſathciently anſwer the End for which it is 
ſuppoſeli to be deſigned, whatever Men may profeſs to the 
Contrary. Or, you maß chink, this Multiplication of Ca- 


 rechiſms. to the Vulgar, by theſe who thus ſeek to ſhare 


Hors oo 
looks allo very like a Plot upon them, to'ſtcal them away 
el ] filling up, with Cate- 
chiſms, tlie litt le Time they have for the Perufal of their 
Bible. The Aſſembly of Divines themſelves, who com- 
poſed the Shorter Catechiſm, for ſuch as are 6f weaker Ca- 
pacity, have alſo compoſed a larger One, for ſuch as have 
made ſome Proficleney in the Knowledge of the Groinds 
of Religion, and theſe are Directories for catechiſing 
both the Weaker and Stronger. Thus they have taken 
ſafficient Care, that all the Time the Vulgar can have for 
Study aud Search after Knowledge, ffiöüld be filled up 
with Catechi/ms, and that the Bible ſhould'hot be acceſſa- 
ble to them, but by their Interpretation: For, till they 
get thro' this long Fract of caterhiſeng, (whereby they 
may be ſufficiently pre- poſſeſs d) they make nothing of 
the Bible; but as it is quoted and applied in the * 
emblies 
for Worſhip on the Lord's Day, that the Vulgar ſhould 
hear only ſo much of the Scripture read to them, as the 
Preachers explain; and, indeed, ay are ſo trained to 
depend on the Interpretation of the Clergy, that they do 


net care to hear any more of the Scriprure, but what is 
explained to them; and the Explication is more popular 
than the Text; ſo that our People are far from needing. 
that Exhortation the Apoſtle gave ro Chriftians in his. 
Day, - Ayd het you" Brethren, ſuffer the WY ord of Ex 
bor tation ; for I have written a Letter unto you in fea IPords. 
The very Children, in learning ro read, mutt "firſt read. 
the Catechiſm, before they be admitted to read the New. 
Jeſtamem. And thus 1 fear, our Vulgar | was efle ctually 
trained in to Dependence on the Church“ Interpretation | 
and, by Means of teaching them Knowledge, 2s effectual- 
ly kept from ſeeing the Scriprure with their 6wn Eycs 


n 


here, as in the Roman Chure n 
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A Catechiſm compos d by fallible Men, is not only their 
ov ti Senſe of the Scriptures, but it alſo determines what 
are the Truths of the Scripture, proper for the Ignorant 
to be inſtructed in; and as ſome Nulag; muſt be left out, 
the Catechiſm Makers, not only n the Ignoraut 
with their Interpretation; but are likewiſe Judges for 
them, what they muſt know, and what they may well re- 
main ignorant of, without Hurt to their Souls. The Scrip- 
tures were zuritten, not only for the Wiſe and Learned; 
but full as much for the Unwiſe and Ignorant, who are 
therefore bound to know as much of them, as they are 
capable to know, by reading or hearing, by meditating 


on them with Fo lon befides Attendance on the Gift of 


_ Paſtors and Teachers: And therefore, this cutting and 
carving on the Council of God, in compoſing a ſet Form 
of Knowledge for the Ignorant, muſt be a very hard, as 
well as a dangerous Task. A Paſtor or Teacher, that 


has the daily Inſpection of the Vulgar, will find a Va- 


riety of Capacities, and a great Variety of Occaſions 
of inſinuating the Words of God upon their Minds, and 
ſee the greateſt Need of continual Dependance on the 
Author of the Scriptures, for Ability rightly to divide 
the Word of Truth among them. But, according to the 
Idea I have of One who labours in rightly dividing 
the Word of God among the People, jit cannot but appear 


very rediculous to him, to carve a common Standard of 
Knowledge, out of the Scriptures, for all the Variety of 
weaker Capacities, in all the Variety of Situations where- 


in they can be placed, for receiving Scripture Knocv- 
E © 3 „ OS IP 
L have before given you an Inſtance, wherein I alledge 
the Shorter l far beyond the Capacity of the 
Vulgar, and much farther than the Scripture goes on 
that Point; and ſeeing there is no lack of Metaphyſicks 
in the Catechi/m, you will eaſily think of more Inflances. 
You may find ſome Things mentioned there, that are ſcarce 


named ia the Bible ; but ſeyeral Things neglected or ne- 


gligently treated, that are very much taught and inculcat- 


* 


ed in the Net Te ament, and therefore mol neceſſary to be 


kova. Take theſe Inſtances. 
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Tue Kingdom of Heaven, which was the great Subject 
of the preaching of Jebn Papi in the very Dawn of the 
hi 


Goſpel, and of our Lord and his Apoſtles, their Preach- 
ings, yea, and of his dying Teſtimony. — 
The tewo Covenants, deſerib'd and deſtinguiſned, Gal. 


4. Chap. and Feb. 8. Chap. 


The New Conimandment, John 13. 34, 35. on which 


our Lord preached his laſt Sermon to his Diſciples, and 
which is the Subject of the whole firſt Epiſtle of Jobn, and 


the New Teftament is fill'd with it. | 
be Dettrine of Selt-denial, and bearing the Croſs after Ghrift, 


which is the Leſſon he teaches all that would come 


_ after him, and which the Apoſtles come teach in 


all their Writings, and recommend by the Example of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and by their own copying after him, and 


make it eflential to the Character of a Chriſtian, 


The pure and undefiled Religion, which is deſcribed by 
James. The Fruits meet for Repentance, which are required 
by Chrifi's Fore- runner *, and much preſſed by himſelf 
and his Apoſtles, and much practiſed by the firſt Chriſti- 
ann 8 1 
Jbe Charaffer of Jeſus Chrift, which is drawn from 
the Life, by the four Evangeliſts, and ſet forth continu- 
ally in all the Writings of the Apoſtles, and which ought 
to be imprinted on the Heart of every Chriſtian, who 
ought to be intimately acquaint with the Nature ef that 
Obedience, or Righteouſneſs, whereby we are juſtified, 
and with that Pattern to which we muſt be conform'd. 
And ſeeing the New Teftament takes ſo much Pains on the 
Character of Church-members, and gives us the Charac- 
ter of Church-Officers, and particularly of the Miniſter 
of the Word, once and again, eyery Church-member 
c—_ be very well inſtructed in theſe Things like wiſe. 
However great the Importance of theſe Things might - 


be reckoned by the firſt Chriſtians in the Situation w here- 


in they were placed, the Authors of the Catechiſm have 
not, it ſeems, found themſelves, by their Situation and Cir- 
cumſtances, much concerned to think on them, or to 

| . . wet TIT: train 
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train up their Church-members.in the Knowledge of chem. 
A Directory for catechiſing a whole Nation of tliis World, 
ſubjected to the Dominion, of the Clergy (which is the 

Thing that every Sect of Catechiſm- makers would be at) | 
muft abſtract from any of the Words of God that were | 
abſolutely necetlary for the People whom God took ont 
of the. Nations for his Name, when he firſt viſited them 
with the Goſpel. The Nea) Jeſtament it ſelf would be 
ſtill the fitteſt Book for ſuch. a, People; but a Catechiſin 
ſetting forth as much of the Scriptures as is judged meet 
to he the Confeſſion of a Nation of this World, and 
in ſuch a Manner as is thought moſt fit to be confeſſed 
by fuch a Nation, is moſt proper for national Chriſtians. 
T be Explication of the ten Words in the Catechiſm, 
is very abſtract· from the Difference betwixt the State of 
the Church of 1/ael, and the State of the New Teftament 
Church, and is accommodated to any Nation of this World, 


* 
4 


as well as to the Nation of Iſrael. It is true, the Fourth 


Commandment is explained io as to oblidge all Nations, 
not to obſerve the Sabbath there enjoines, but the firſt 
Day of the Week, the Sabbath-day that remains to the; 
People of God; but as they could not avoid taking No- 
tice of the Change of the Sabbath, they thus take Care 
to juſtify the a ry foe the Nations to keep the Sab- 
tatiſm of the People of God, by Virtue of the Law given 
on Sinai to the Nation of {frae!. The Gentiles, who 
had not the Law written to them on Tables of Stone, 
are not to be judged by that Law, but by the Law. 
written on their Hearts, by which, and not by the Law. 
of Moſes, the Apoſtle convinces them of Sin. But he 
convinces the eus of Sin by the Law that was delivered 
to them on Linai, and written on the two Tables: 
For when God entered into the peculiar Covenant with 
the Family of Jacob, which he redeemed from Egypt, 
as his Nation and Kingdom, ſeparated from all the Na- 
tions of the Earth unto him, as his peculiar People, he: 
ſumm'd up their Duty in the Ten Words, which, were 
the Words of the Covenant. All the Statutes and Judg- 
ments he gave them, were his Explications upon the Ten 


Words, in 4 Suitableneſs to the peculiar Relation betwixt 


him and tizem, io that they were bound by the Fen 


8 Words, : 


Cn 


rhe, WV odds; to the Opſervstien df all th El Statuts i 
World, Wudgwents, . and Diſobedience to any of them, Was 
is the Wiſobedience to the Lam written on the Tables. The 
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Panctuary, with all the Ordinances of divine Worſhip 
hereunto . belonging, directed ſrae in the Qbſcrvation 
of the firſt Table, and without theſe, they could ritit 
pbey that Table, as it was deli rereꝗ to them. And all 
heie Judgments, which Men have called the judicial 

aw, were not only a Directory to Hſrael, in che Obſervati- 
dn, of tae ſecond Table, but, likewiſe directed the Go- 
ernment and Diſcipline of the Nation upon the whole 
en Words: For thereby, cutting off from: among the 
cople, or Death, was appointed for the preſumptuous. 
eglect of Circumciſion and the Paſſoyer, and for the 
rofanation of the inſtituted Worſhip, and of the Sab- 
athb. The Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, the End of the Law for 
Righteouſneſs to every one that belicveth, the Mediator 
of the New Cavenant, hath aboliſhed the peculiar Cos 
enant with Iſrael; and the Applichtion of the Law to the 
peculiar State of that Nation, witk all the Exptications 
and Directions to the Obſervation of it, that were adap- 
ed to the peculiar State of that Nation, and ſuited to the 

Diſcovery of God made to that People, of which Obriſt 

dame, according to the Fleſh, and which was a Figure of 

he true race; And he hath laid the Law in the New 

Jovenant, in a Suitableneſs to the Diſcayery-of God there- 

n made, and to the State of the true T/rael, God's heaven- 

y Nation, choſen, redeemed, and called, and born again 

of the incortuptible Seed of the. Word, out 42 

ion of this World, without Ditterence. . As this is a New 

Kingdom of God, to which he ſtands related by a New 

ovenant, it has a new heaveniy Sanctuary, a new Prieft= 

ood, Altar, Sacrifice, Throne of Grace, and new Ordi- 
1ances.of divine Service, or Inſtitutious of Worſhip, be- 
onging to it, and a new Sabbath or Day of Reſt, as . well 
as the new Reſt into which 7% Chriſt is entered; 

2 new, Command ment of peculiar Love among the new 

Brotherhood, the true Iſrael, and a new Government, 

-xerciſed by Jeſus Cbriſt; the Judge, Law-giver and King 

of the Kingdom of Heaven, who died and roſe again, that 

he might be Lord bpth. of. the Dead and the 1 | 
2 f ; ; - „ 138 wit 1 
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of them, without the Things juſt now mentioned, which 


ſtament way, of explaining the Law be not clear and plain 
enough, the Catechi/m is very far from ſerving to make 
it clearer ; and the ſame Thing may be ſaid of all Inter- 
pretations of it, that ſerve to accommodate it to the State 


| ſhip, is not placed in their Explication of the Law, tho' 
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with 2 new Diſcipline to be exerciſed in his Name, in thi 
Churches of his Brethren onthe Earth, which he hath inſti 


tuted, Math. 18. Chap. and 1 Cor. 5. Chap. and appointed to b ©. 
done in the cloſſeſt Dependance on himſelf,and without ani Or 
Dependance on any Authority or Power but his alone. Now. Aean 
if the Statutes and Judgments,” directing the Worſhip of Re 
Ifſrael, andthe Diſcipline of that Kingdom of God, wereF: 87 
the Explication and Application of the Ten Words of th. 
the Covenant made with that Nation, then certainly the e 
Laws of the new Covenant, written on the Hearts of the - © 
heavenly Nation, cannot be explained or applied, nor can ſs F. 
the People of God be duly directed in the Obſervation 4 > 


are plain enough in the New Teſtament. ' Thus, the | all 
Deſign of the | New Teftament, in applying the Laws ® 


to the Kingdom of Heaven, and to the State of the Sub-. * 


jects of that Kingdom, ſojourning among the Nations of on, 


this World, is valtly different from the Deſign of the Pn 


Catechiſm in applying the Words of the Covenant with the 


Nation of Iſrael, to a Nation or Kingdom of this World, PS * 


brought under the Chriſtian Name. And, if the New Je. gee 


of national Chriſtians... WET Le 
The Aſſembly's Account of the Inſtitutions of Wor- 


they make ſome general Mention. of them there. Give oa 
me Leave to ſay, Their Account of the Ordinances of . 
Worſhip, as well as of the Grace and Duty of Faith 1. 
and of Repentance, is not ſo well placed; | for, where- Pn 
as the Apoſtle Paul, after he had convinc'd all Men of Per 
Sin, and af their Subjection to God's Judgment by the Hen 


Law, which they were under, directs them immediately P. 


to the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chrift, which is imputed to . | 
him that worketh not, bur believerh-on! him that juſtifi- I; 
eth the Ungodly. The Aſſembly, after concluding their * 
Explication of the Law, with a Declaration, that all ave Fr 
Sinners againſt it daily, and that every Sin deſerves God's 


Wrath and Curſc eternally, inftantly. give us this Que- 


ſtion, 
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on, What doth God require of us, that we may eſcape bis 
rath and Curſe, due to us fer Sin ? And in ro there=- 


| 5 oint out the Grace or Duty of Faith, afterward de- 
ed to ban d, with that of Repentance, and the diligent. Uſe of 


e Ordinances of Worſhip, which they call the outward 
[cans whereby Cbriſt communicates to us the Benefits 
Redemption. I would not have you here to think I 


d, weren going about to charge the Aſſembly of Divines 
ords ofFith ſhifting in the Graces: of Faith and Repentance, as 
inly theſpere defin'd, and the diligent: Uſe of theſe Ordinances, 
of the the Room and Place that's only due to the Righteouſ- 


ſi of Chriſt, which is imputed to us, and we. receive 
& Faith alone: For their Definition of Juſtification, 
whichld their Confeſſion of. Faith, on that Head, cleard them ; 
s, the ll Charge that can. be brought againſt them, of bav- i 


© LawÞg any ſuch bad Deſign. But the Reviſer, who thought 
re Sub. ED make ſame * in. the Queſtion. on Jultifica-- 
ions of (89, bas ſe en meet to make none in the Point I am now 
of the pon; and you will not help. the Ignorant from being 
ith the Fady to think, upon this Connection, as they ſee it ſtand- 


World, ps in their Catechiſm, that this ſaving Faith and Repen- 


„6 Te. pncc, with the diligent Obſeryance of theſe Ordinances, 
| plain 111 deliver them from God's Wrath and Curſe, due to 
> make em for. Sin, and bring them into Favour with God, and 

Inter- to go about, by theſe Things, to eſtabliſh a Righteouſ- 
> Stare cſs of their own: Yea, further, they'll be very ready 


P think, that ſeeing no Man is new able to keep the 
Wor. Law, God requires of them, in Lieu of the Obedience 
„ tho* f the Law, that they ſeek cafter theſe Graces, Faith 
Give Ind Repentance, in the diligent Uſe of theſe outward 
ces of Means of Grace, or Ordinances of Worſhip; and if they 


Faith o this, Cod requires no more of them, and they bare 
chere one ear ay: That Men arc very liable to deceive 


len of Þ<mſclves with, ſuch. Imaginations as theſe, is maniſeſt 
the Tom what our Lord ſays of ſome, who will plead thus 
lately Pr themſelves before him, T hou baſt taught in our Streett, 


ve have eaten and drunk in thy Preſence, «ve have propheſied in 
-uftifi- M7 Name, &c. However well the Aſſembly meant in 
is Matter, I dare ſay, a Catechiſt, who wants to keep 
1 ave is Catechumen from this grand, but very common Miſtake, 
Gears ill have hard Work wich bim, on this Part of e 
we | TEL Ber he ICE + 


2 
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tchi/n,; to kee p him by che Words of his Garvehiſm, and Doctr 
at * ſame Time, 2 the Miſtake. I ſelf, 
But, if the Ignorant; may be led into this dangerouſ on he 
Error, heyond the: Aflembly's:Defign,- by their Way off Propt 
_ Introducing the Ordinances in. chꝭ Catechiſm, 1- fear thig their 
is manag'd. to the beſt: —— the Authority off their 
| the. Clergy, in the Anſwer to that Queſtion. How-14thelfl elves 
Ward. made effectunl to Salvatim? Where I mult ſay, ¶ the re 
they have taken more Care of their own Authority; as lock 
Preachers, than of the Authority of God, in the Preach 
ing of his inſpired Prophets and Apoſtles,” written in the 
holy Scriptures, to be read and heard by ds. Lake" 16. tþiry 
27, — 31. Their Anſwer. to the "Queſtion," is, The Spi Preac 
ri of God maketh' the Reading, but. eſpecially the Preachim any c 
of the. Word, an effettual Mean of -convincing and conbertmg i they 
Sinners, and of building them up in 'Holineſs,- and Comfort cour! 
through Faith unto. aluntiu un. it 


a 


The Reviſer of the Catechiſm here drops but eſpecial.¶ the 
ly, and ſays, Te Reading and the Preaching. This was choo 
modeſt enough. I could have forgiven him, tho' he had 3 
turnid the. hut efftcially. upon the Reading. But the Re- F 
marker upon his Performance, is very angry with him will 
here, for two Raf. 
Frxſt, Becauſe he thinks the Reviſer ſets the Ordi- New 
- nance of Preaching en @ Level with the bare Reading to g 
It ſeems, this Remarker thinks not the Reading, or] ſufte 
bare Reading, as he ſays, of, the. Word, an Ordinauce; 5 fi 


yea, it is his Opinion, that the: Preaching of ordinary 
un- inſpir'd Miniſters of the Word; is debaſed too much, 
in being put on à Level with the bare Preaching of the || parc 


= 


Apoſtles and Prophets in the Scriptures: For; though | Cap 
the Scripture ſets the Gift of the inſpir d Miniſters of the 
. the Word, above that of Paſtors and Teachers +, he Ma 
would rather. reverſe that Order, than alter a Word of | Bib 
his Catechiſm, or derogate, in the leaſt, from the high Re- moi 
gard that may be paid by any, to the Preaching . of its the 
e e e 
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ke. I ſelf, on this Head, he has the People fully of his Opini- 
Vay off Prophets, without the Cloathing of rhe Interpretation of 
ir-rhifl their Teachers: And I dare fay, there is no Part of 


f 4 4 & 


rity: of their Catechiſm they ꝑnderſtand better, ＋ conform them- 
the ſelves more to, than this. They expe: | 
ſt ſay, the reading of the Word, in Compariſon with what they 
ty, as look tor from a ſolemn Diſcourſe of a noted Preacher: 
reach And therefore, you ſee, the moſt religious of them, fun- 
in theſ ning together, with the es Expectations, twenty or 
ge 16. Urry; and many more I 
be Spi- 

aching any of them go to the Sacrament Table, the chief Thing 
bertmgl they lay themſelves open to there, is the fervent Dif- 
onfort courſe; or Preaching of the Server of the Table; and, 


pecial. | 
s was chooſe to go te their darling Miniſter's Table. Bat call 
e had Fend hearken to their Buble, which, thro! Ge good 
e Re-fl Providence toward them, is every where at Hand) they 
1 him will readily anſwer you, as the Eunuch anſwered Philip, 
when he was reading the Old Teſtament, and wanted the 
Ordi- New 7eftament Revelation to explain it, which Philip came 
ading to give him, How can I underſtand what's read, except 
the Minifters guide me? And, the Clergy, very 1 
g, or ſuffer the EG hold their Sermqns in the ſame Place, 
ance; . to the | whole Scriptures,” wherein the New Teſtament. 


o 


ands to the O. Yet you'll fay,. the Freachings of our 


Lord and his Apoſttes, In the New Teftament, may com- 
f the || pare, as to Simplicity, Clearneſs and Suitedneſs to Vulgar 
ough || Capacities, (as far is the Things of Gos can be ſujted to 
rs of them) with many of their Sermons.” But, if the honeſt. 
b, he Man, whom you wonld adviſe to expect more from his 

rd of | Bible, and ſome tes from his Preachers, and to take ſome 
1 Re- more Pains on his Bible, ſunuld not be ſo well vers d in 
of its the Scriptares „as to anſwer you in the Words oft he Eu- 
rine, nch, it ic ten to one but he would,” Avoid: you Satan, and 
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Means, &c. And, no Doubt, you haye obſerv'd, that 
when they have not their own Preachers at Hand, to 
hear the Goſpel from their Mouth, they think themſelves 
better entertained! with the reading of their Sermons, 
wherewith they take Care to'fnrniſh them in Plenty, than 
with the Company of bare or naked Apoſtles and Pro- 

hets. Vet the Apoſtle ſays, we are of God, (and they 
inſtructed it) he that knoweth God heareth us, he that is 
not of God heareth not us: Hereby know we the Spirit- 
of Truth, and the Spirit of Error. TE BY 

Next, the Remarker is of Opinion, That the Alterati- 
on made on this Queſtion by the Reviſer, ſerves to derogate 
from the publick Worſhip. „%% — 

Here he ſpeaks, as if the Miniſter's Preaching, and the 
hearing of him preach, were the main Thing: in the pu- 
blick Worſhip, and as if the reading and hearing of God's 
own Words in the Scriptures, were no Part of that Wor- 
ſhip. And, though the Earger Catechiſm own, that the 
Word may be read pudlickly to the Congregation, accor- 
ding to Deut. 31. 9,.— 13. and Neh. 8 and 9 
Chap. Yet the general Practice, and the Opinion of the 
Vul e re fully with him here alſo. The chief Thing 


the People look after in the publick Worſhip, is the Mini- 


ſter's Preaching; and the Miniſters are very far from diſ- 
couraging them in this Regard they pay to their Preach- 
_ Ings, above the Preachings of the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
in the Scriptures: For, they do not take up their Time in 
the publick Worſhip, with the bare reading of the Word ; 


They take Care to fill up that Time,-as much as may be, 


with their own Diſcourſes, which the Catechijm makes; 
and the People believe to be, the eſpecial Mean of Salva- 
tion. While Things are in this Situation, and the Preach- 
inngs of the Apoſtles and Prophets, in the hw we M4 
not ſo much regarded among theſe that make up the 
_ worſhipping Congregations,: as the Miniſter's Preachings, 
 Ewill not deny, that the Reviſer's Alteration of the Words 
of the Catechiſm here, may - poſſibly ſerve to derogate a 
little from the publick Worſhip, and to ſlacken the Dili» 
gence of the Peoples Attendance upon it: Bur, as this is 


+ lamentable State of Things, I mult think, it would no 
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Way derogate from the publick Worſhip, in a Congrega- 
tion of ſuch People as inclin'd to pay due Regard to the 
Words of God, if the Eſpecially ſhould be turn'd to the S ide 
of the ego, : For, tho this Alteration in the publick 

uld derogate from the Honour or Worſhip of 


the Clergy, it would tend the more to the Honour of God, 


and anſwer much better to the End for which he committed 


his Word to Writing. 


When the Apoſtles began firſt to write the New 7 efta- 


ment, they gave this Reaſon for it, For Moſes, ef old Time, 


their Writings, as our 


hath, in every City, them that preach him being read in the Syna- 


-» £0g..es every Sahbath- day, Acts 15. 20, 21. And this, 


compared with Col. 4. 16. I Theſ. 5. 27. 1. Tim. g. 13. 
2 Pet. 1. 15. manifeſtly ſhows, That the Scriptures were 
written, in Order to be read in the Churches, or worſhip- 
ping Aſſemblies of Chriſtians ; that ſo, when the Apoſtles 
ſhould be removed, they might fill be heard preach in 
FE ſays of Moſes and the Pro- 


phets, 7. hey have Moſes, and the Prophets, let them hear 


them. 1 


If they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, neither 


- evill they be perſcvaded though orie roſe from the Dead, Luke 


16. 27,--—---31. The Scriptures that are cited in the 
Proof of the Anſwer to this Queſtion of the Catechiſim, 
ſpeak of the preaching of the Apoſtles, which we have now 


only in their Writings : And therefore, theſe very Scrip- 


tion. onſidering 10 
was brought about, by . of the — and ręading 


tures ſerve to ſhow, that the Spirit of God maketh eſpe- 
cially the Reading of the Word, an efte&tual Mean gf Salya- 
And con 


how the Reformation from Popery 


of the Scriptures to the People in the vulgar 


0 gu es, I 
it nota baſe ungrateful Requital of this Goodneſs of God, 


* 


in the Proteſtant Cle rgy, to eſtabliſh the Authority of their 
own Preachings, upon the Debaſcment of the reading of 
the Scriptures. . | . 


From all this, we may ſee, that Catechiſms have been 


uſeful to advance the Authority of the Clergy above the 


Scriptures, and ſo to ſer them in the Temple of God, rg 
ſhew themſelves as God, exalting themſelves above him: 
For, what leſs can be ſaid, when we ſec them eraltipe their 


Words above his, and telling us, if it ond be o 


As we have been train'd up in a Way of thinking, a- 
grecable to this Queſtion of the Catechiſm, and I am ap- 


of the Word upon himſelf and others 4, wherein I have 
a fair Confeſſion, in Favour of what I have been plead- 
ing for. The Paſſage is thus, One Reaſon why the 


har may ſee by comparing one of the old Catechiſms, 


which the New Teft 


4 "3 J} 


ys, 


that would derogate from the publick Worſhip. ' - 


prehenſive you may be fortifying your ſelf againſt me on 
this Subject, by Experience, my Byaſs againſt Authori- 
ties ſhall not hinder me from quoting a Paſſage from: a 
famous Preacher, and a great Obſerver of the Influence 


« Goſpel is ſo unſucceſsful at thisDay, is, becauſe th:Sime 
e city. of preaching is neglected; a due Application of 
« Scripture is beſt preaching; for confirming which, it. is 
% remarkable, that though God may make Uſe. of the 
« Words of Man, in letting in to the Meaning of it, yet tis 
« the very Scripture Word, whereby he ordinarily con- 
« veys the Comfort or Adyantage of whatever Sort; tis 
« this Tool of God's own framing, that works the 
The Faith or Belicf of the Goſpel of Chriſt, whereby 
we are ſaved, is more clearly and plainly deſcribed in the 
New Teſtament, than in any Catechiſm ; and an ignorant 
Perſon me have a far better Notjon of that Grace, by 
reading or hearing the New Teftament, than by the Cate- 
chiſms, Theſe difler much in their Definitions of it, as 
fram'd about the Time of the Reformation from Popery, 
with the Aſſembly's Shorter Catechiſm. The Definition of fam 
Faith in that Shorter Catechiſm, is the darkeſt of all, and Art 


doth not ſo much as make any expreſs Mention af that ar 


ament calls Faith; and, by this, as well any 


* 


as by the odd Deſcriptiens of it, and of its various Acts, in hie 


Sermons, the Minds of the People have been fo confound- | van 
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rame of it. They ſuppoſe the Truth of the Goſpel, in 
their Exerciſes un Faith; in ſuch a Way, as their Minds 
ly not open to the Influence of the Evi of irs Truth ; 


but that which they aim at in this Matter, is to be made 


to feel in themſelves, or to do that e it will) that 
is imported in receiving and reſting on Chriſt; and this is - 
being Lee eber, Pech and ot- | 


fer Chriſt to them. 


( "Nhen you ſee theſe Words in the Definition of Faith, 
k Te is offered to us in the Goſpel, you will be ready to think, 
s' is the Goſpel written to us in the Scriptures; but, if 


you compare this with the Queſtion that ſpeaks of the 
— of the preaching of the Word, above the bare 
written Goſpel, you may reaſonably ſuſpect the Authors 
of the Catechiſm would have us think, that to believe in 
Jeſus. Chriſt, is to receive and reſt on him as he is offered 
in the Miniſter's Preachings. You may vindicate them 
here, if you pleaſe, by their ſaying plainly in the ſame Caze- 
chiſm, That the Scriptures are the only Rule to direct us 


| how we may glorify and enjoy God; and, that they teach 


what we are to believe concerning him, and what he re- 
quires of us. And this might be ſuſtain'd in their Behalf, 
if there had neyer been ſuch a NN in the World, and 
among Divines, as profeſſing the Truths of the Goſpel, 
and, at the ſame Time, maintaining Opinions and Pra- 
tices that ſerve to overthrow them. I have heard the 
Calviniſt Doctrine, and an Arminian Application in the 
ſame Sermon. The very Roman Church helds the great 
Articles of the Chriſtian Doctrine. And Town to you, 
I am jealous of the Clergy, where their own Authority is 
any Way concern'd, let them profeſs, in Words, as much as 
his Holineſs, when he calls himſelf the Servant of the Ser- 
vai ðͤ $6 SSL oh 

But, however well the Aſſembly of Divines may have 
meant here, the People that are beſt inſtructed out of che 
Catechi ſin, take it thus; and in this they are much encoura- 
ged by their chief Leaders among the Miniſtry. There 
is nothing more -ordinary with theſe wp Oe Vn 

| ay oftheth- 

fſelves 


Words above his, and telling us, if it ſhould be othe 
that would derogate from the publick Worſhip. 
As we have been train'd up in a Way of thinking, a- 
grecable to this Queſtion of the Catechiſm, and I am ap- 
prehenſive you may be fortifying your ſelf againſt me on 
this Subject, by Experience, my Byaſs againſt Authori- 
ties mall not hinder me from quoting a | | 
famous Preacher, and a great Obſerver of the Influence 


n 


ys, 


aſſage from a 


of the Word upon himſelf and others +, wherein I have 
a fair Confeſſion, in Favour of what I have been plead- 
ing for. The Paſſage is thus, „One Reaſon why the 
Goſpel is ſo unſucceſsful at thisDay, is, becauſe th<Sime 
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city of preaching is neglected; a due Application of 


Scripture is bett preaching ; for confirming which, it is 
remarkable, that though God way make Uſe- of the 


Words of Nan, in letting in to the 


eaning of it, yet tis 


the very Scripture Word, whereby he ordinarily con- 


1 


this 


the Comfort or Adyantage of whatever Sort; *tis 
Tool of God's own framing, that works the 


Efe.“ 


The Faith or Belief of the Goſpel of Chriſt, whereby 
we are ſaved, is more clearly and plainly de ſcribed in the 
| New Teſtament, than in any Catechiſm; and an ignorant 


Perſon may have a far better Notjon of that Grace, by 
reading or hearing the New Teftament, than by the Cate- 
chiſms. Theſe differ much in-their Definitions of it, as 


＋ 


— 


you may ſee by comparing one of the old Catechiſms, 
Fand about the Time of the Reformation from Popery, 


with the Aſſembly's Shorter Catechiſm. The Definition of 


Faith in that Shorter Catechiſin, is the darkeſt of all, and 


as by the odd Deſcriptiens of it, and of its | 
Sermons, the Minds of the People have been fo confound- 


- 


doth not ſo much as make any expreſs Mention of that 
which the New Teſtament calls Faith; 7 this, as well 
var 


tous Acts, in 
e * LEEE ed 
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1 about it; het they know' not well Aber Noon & 


They ſuppoſe the Truth of the Goſpel, in 
their Exciciſcs uit Faith; in ſuch a Way, as their Minds 
ly not open ts the Influence of the Evidence of irs Truth; 
but that which they aim at in this Matter, is to be made 
to feel in themſelves, or to do that (be what it will) that 
is imported in receiving and refting on Chriſt, and this is 
what they look for in hearing the Miniſters preach and of- 
fee brett 8 
hen you ſee theſe Words in the Definition of Faith, 
is offered to us in the Goſpel, you will be ready to think, 
is the Goſpel written to us in the Scriptures; but, if 
| compare this with the Queſtion that ſpeaks of the 
Efficacy of the preaching of the Word, above the bare 
written Goſpel, you may reaſonably ſuſpect the Authors 
of the Catechiſm would have us think, that to believe in 
Jeſus. Chriſt, is to receive and reſt on him as he is offered 
in the Miniſter's Preachings. You may vindicate them 
here, if you pleaſe, by their ſaying plainly in the ſame Cate- 
chiſm, That the Scriptures are the only Rule to direct us 
how we may glorify and enjoy God; and, that they reach 
what we are to believe r Bi: and what he re- 
quires of us. And this might be ſuſtain'd in their Behalf, 
if there had never been ſuch « ins in the World, and 
among Divines, as profeſſing the Truths of the Goſpel, 
and, at the ſame Time, maintaining Opinions and Prac- 
tices that ſerve to overthrow them. I have heard the 
Calviniſt Doctrine, and an Arminian Application in the 
ſame Sermon. The very Roman Church helds the great 
Articles of the Chriftian Doctrine. And Town to you, 
Lam jealous of the Clergy, where their own Authority is 
any Way concern'd, let them profels, in Words, as much as 
his Holineſs, when he calls himſelf the Servant of the Ser- 
„ TE N 

But, however well the Aſſembly of Divines may have 
meant here, the People that are beſt inſtructed out of che 
Catechiſm, take it thus; and in this they are much encoura- 
ged oy their chief Leaders among the Miniſtry. There 
is nothing more ordinary with theſe Demagogues, 4-4 

em- 
ſelves 


eee 


elves and their Office, in theſe Texts, Roni: 10. 13,---—-j 
17. 2 Cor. 5. 18, 19, 20. They put on all the Airs of AF 


(18300) 


poſtles, that they can take to themſelves, without thei 
_ perſonal Qualifications, and their Power to inſtruct thei: 
Commiſſion; and, without theſe, the People are willing t: 
regard them according to their high Pretenſions: An 
ho then can they but think, that to believe on Chriſt, i 


0 receive him as they offer him ? It were to be wiſhed 
that theſe Miniſters did but ſtudy the Qualities and Cha 
racter of an ordinary Miniſter of the Word, deſcrtb 
the Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus, and endeavour to re 
mend themſelves thereby to the People. But their: 
thority does not ſtand on ſuch a Foundation; for, as i 
- will not bear Examination by the Scriptures, they decline 
to ſubmit to ſuch a Trial, or even to condeſcend to ſatisff 
Scruplers, as the Apoftles themſelves did not refuſe to do 
The following Copy of a Letter I recciv'd lately, gives yo 
an Inſtance of this. % 


- 


0 


* 4 


I was look'd upon as a Member of the Family, and ac- 


C COme few Days ago, I had Occaſion to meet with 
8 « Clergyman of Note in this Place, performing 
his annual Task of viſiting the Families of his Charge 


cordingly exorted. 'He concluded with a ſolemn De 
claration to us all in General, of his Ambaſſadorſhip,hi 
being ſent of God to bring the Word of Salvation tc 
the Houſe, &c. I was not a little puzled to know what 
for an Ambaſſador this was, who pretended to bring 
me the Word of Salvation; and you need not wonder 
ſceing it was my Opinion, that the Ambaſſadors. whe 


brought us that Word, had long ago compleated thei 


Embally,and left their Meſſage written to us, to prevent 
our being impoſed on. Accordingly (with due Deſe 
rence, 1 hope) I propos d my Scruple to him; he quick]! 
Interrupted me, and turn'd off with an Apage . Now, Sir 
do you think that Chriſt, the true Sent of God, or his A 
poffles, would have treated one that queſtion'd their m 


b 


e miſſionſ 


* 
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miſſion,after this'Mannex. I Mall be glad to hear our 


of A Mind, ſince the Reverend Gentleman — thinks it 
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792 humble Servant, 


There can be R more anlike: the aft Clrifttant 

let be the Apoſtles, than the Diſpoſition of ſuch Miniſters, 
with Reſpect to the Croſs. 
vritten an Occaſion of a Miniſter of this 
plying that Motts to himſelf. 5; 4 


The following Diſtich was 


2 his ap- 
a bedr, oer 


In Eng! jb. 
He grows under the Weight of bis Barden. 


Neta. That Miniſter, indeed, had once the Burden * the 


Church s Cenſure in nis Offer, bur refuſing to ſtoop 


. to take it on, it is ſince quite removed out of his 


the er 
Creſeere wilt mirum ef * ones "PRO E 47% 5 
Tale tuum prorſus jam tibi pondus erat; 
* mirum eft latet hic, ſub pondere creſcere 152 
Hoc quid ſit ſed adbuc, non 110 Jon datur. * oY 


; Det ed thus, 


5 | Senchch the Weight of Wealth and dee 
Dh 


Fo grow' 't =, no Wonder: 5 


> % 


but ſtill enjoying all the temporal Profits. 
of his Poſt; he is now beeome the "ay EE of 


| 
| 
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| Etrine of th ort! 
to be perſwaded that Chriſt is his; and there behoy'd to 
be likewiſe a zealous. Cry againſt Profeſſor Simpſon, and 
againſt the Church, for not depoſing and excommunicat- 


y 


- This Miert i alt the Wein 
. „ Ten have been prefled nder. 
But ſtill the Myſtery lies here, 25 
Vnder the Croſs to grow; 
This, by Experience, as yet _ 
You've not been made to know. 


The People who hold ſuch Miniſters as Apoſtles, ac- 
count their Preachings the Goſpel; and fince you and I 
knew the World, their Goſpel was, the preaching of a 
Miniſter that zealouſſy preſſed perſonal covenanting; 


4 


and then it came to be the preaching of theſe Miniſſers 


who refus d the Oath of Abjuration; and after that, it was 
the preaching of ſuch Miniſters as contended for the Ho- 
e Marrow, and ſet forth eyery. Man's Right 


ing him. But now, the Goſpel is the Teſtimony to the 


Liberty ſaid to be be purchaſs'd by Chr. , for theMajority of 


the Heads of Families in every Pariſſt, to elect the Pa- 
riſh Miniſter, in Oppoſition to Patronages, and to the 


Call of the Majority of Heritors and Elders; and a Cry 


againſt the Deluſion of Independency belongs to this Go- 
{pel; but a Teſtimony to the Solemn League and Cove- 
nant, or a Prayer for the Revival of the covenanted 
Wa of Reformation, has been all along inſeparable 
from the Goſpel of ſuch- Miniſters. . People. 


Now, to receive and reſt on Chriſt, as offered in this Go- 


ſpel, eſpecially at Sacraments, and i Diſcourſes at the 
Sacrament. Table, (for all theſe” Things have had their 
Place, there) is, with many, People, the Saving: grace 
whereby they receive and reſt on Chrift, as he is offer 'd 
© then ñĩx? 8 
I am far from thinking, that the Authors of the. Ca- 
techiſmm had all theſe Things in View, when they ſpake 
fore, they could not but -bave - the Miniſter's Preach- 
Mg eſpecially in their Eye, and eſpecially the a * 
POE | 5 


of i offered in ie Goſpel; but, as I ſaid be- 


15 1 
of theſe Miniſters who ſhould purſue the Deſign of the 
Solemn League and Covenant; for the Catechiſm is a 
Part of the Uniformity theręin deſigned. Accordingly, 
the People look for the right Otter of (hriſt, from theſe 
Miniſters who would appear to them to adhere moſt 
ſtrickly to the covenanted Reformation, though they 


live upon the preſent Eſtabliſhment, perfectly inconſiſtent 
with it. Burt, if their Character be ſound on this Point, 


among the People, and they take Care to make proper 
Mention of the preſent darling Article, they may borrow 
as much of their Sermons as they pleaſe from Epiſco- 
pal and Independent VV riters, andtake a good Note from 
a Popiſh Commentator ; yea, let them ſay with or a- 
gainſt the Apoſties, and cry down brotherly Love and 
Charity, as much as ever they cry'd it up, and meddle in 


Politicks, encourage Seditions and Tumults, and ſtudy 


to diſtreſs the Government of the Nation, as much as 
ever the Apoſtles ſtudied to avoid theſe Things, all 
will be received by their People as good Goſpel, 
The Uſe of the Shorter Catechiſm, as a Part of the Uni- 
formity intended in the Covenant, is to afford the Igno- 
rant, and the weaker Sort of the Nation, a Form of their 
Confeſſion of Chriſt ;; becauſe: they alſo muſt have their 
Share in the nationai Profeſſion of Chriſtianity. In this 
View, it comes in Place of the Confeſſion of the Name of 
Chriſt, whereof the Scripture ſpeaks, and ſerves to ſer 
it aſide. That Confeſſion was produc'd by the teaching of 
the Bible, and the Hearers made it out themſelves, from 
what they heard; They were perſwaded by the Evidence 
of the Goſpel working on their Minds, gladly received the 
Scripture Doctrine and Exhortation, and confeſſed it 
freely themſelves : Bur a Catechiſm ſupplies the Ignorant - 
with a Confeſſion, which, getting by Rote, they who were 
never influenced by the Goſpel to confeſs Chriſt, may as 
calily make, as theſe who are, and is accepted as ſuch by 
the Church that claims a peculiar Property in the Cate- 
chiſm. And, as it is a Part of the foreſaid Uniformity, it 
prevents Enquiry into the Scriptures, and obliges all, from 
their Childhood, to embrace this Set of Principles, as the 
ture Scripture Doctrine; whereas, the Confeſſion of Chri- 
E ſtianity, 
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ſtianity, is what a Man himſelf gathers from the Scripture, 
or from teaching in it, and not a Form gather'd to his 
Hand, and repeated by him. N | 
Thus you have my firſt Attempt on the Uſefulneſs of 
Catechiſins; If you find me lame on theSubject, impute it to 
the Newneſs of the Queſtion, or to my Weakneſs, or to my 
taking the wrong Side of the Queſtion, as you pleaſe ; 
But J have my Aim, if you ſhall think throughly on the 
Subject; which, if you do, it ſhall not diſpleaſe me, 
that as many Subjects caſt up to you, as you ſee touch'd 
in this Rhapſody of mine; and it will be a great Fa- 
vour, if you ſhall pleaſe to offer any Thing on the Que. 
ſtion. e RE TE, e 
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